
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK NOTES. 



"GIORNALI DEGLI ECONOMISTI. 

The " Giornali degli Economisti" heretofore edited ex- 
clusively by Prof. Zorli, will henceforth appear monthly 
under the editorship of Profs. Antonio DeViti DeMarco, 
professor of finance at the University of Rome ; Ugo Maz- 
zola, professor of finance at the University of Pavia ; 
Albert Zorli, professor of finance at the University of 
Macerata, and Maffeo Pantaleoni, director of the Supe- 
rior School of Commerce at Bari. 



The Origin and Growth of the English Constitution. 
An Historical Treatise, in which is drawn out by the 
light of the most recent researches the gradual develop- 
ment of the English Constitutional System, and the 
growth out of that system of the Federal Republic of 
the United States. By Hannis Taylor. In two parts. 
Part I, The Making of the Constitution. Boston and 
New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Pp. 616. 1889. 
As the title of Mr. Taylor's book indicates, this is an 
American history of the English Constitution, and deals 
primarily with the government and institutions of Eng- 
land. The idea of the author has been to describe the 
historical development of the English constitutional sys- 
tem and the growth out of that system of the institutions 
of the American Republic. The work is to be completed 
in two volumes, the present one dealing with the genesis 
of English institutions and the perfecting of the English 
political machinery, ending with the accession of Henry 
VII. The next volume, which we understand to be nearly 
ready for the public, will deal entirely with the "after- 
growth " of the constitutional system with reference to the 
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influence of English political growth upon the American 
Commonwealth. Each part of the work will be, therefore, 
a complete treatise upon a distinct period of constitutional 
growth, usually considered separately. But at the same 
time, Mr. Taylor informs us each part will be so constructed 
that when the two are taken together, they will embrace 
a consecutive and harmonious treatment of the entire 
theme. 

Throughout the entire work we perceive the author's 
efforts to emphasize the fact that the constitutional histo- 
ries of England and the United States form a continuous 
and natural evolution which can only be fully mastered 
when viewed as one unbroken story. We can understand 
our own institutions only by a careful study of all the dif- 
ferent sources of historical growth, and by a recognition 
of the organic nature of the law of constitutional develop- 
ment. In this spirit Mr. Taylor has approached his task. 
The preliminary exposition, covering seventy-six pages, is 
devoted to the English origin of the federal republic of 
the United States, and Mr. Taylor points out from a com- 
parative survey of the ancient and modern commonwealths 
the distinguishing feature of the typical English state 
which is the political unit in our federal system. We 
have next the growth of the English kingdom, with espe- 
cial reference to the establishment of the representative 
principle ; the growth of the English colonies in America ; 
the rise of the federal idea and the final establishment of 
the Constitution from the work of the convention of 1787. 
This introduction is all that is devoted to American topics, 
yet it might be said to be the idea of the work. We can- 
not know America until we know England ; nor can we 
understand England until we study those ancient German 
tribal federations of which we catch our first glimpses in 
the pages of Caesar and Tacitus. Following the intro- 
duction, the work is divided into three books that deal 
respectively with the Old English Commonwealth, the 
Norman Conquest, and the Growth and Decline of Parlia- 
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ment. Historically, there is nothing new in this survey of 
the Constitution, since Mr. Taylor follows Stubbs and 
Freeman quite closely. But written from the point of 
view which he represents, our author has put many things 
in a new light. The work is a credit to American scholar- 
ship, and no student of American institutions can afford to 
pass it by. j. l. s. 

Essays on Government. By A. Lawrence Lowell. 
Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Pp. 
229. 1890. 

These are five essays dealing with as many phases of 
political thought ; three bear directly or indirectly on the 
government of the United States, the others bear upon the 
theory of the social compact and the limits of sovereignty. 
The first essay, on " Cabinet Responsibility and the Consti- 
tution," deserves especial notice, since we hear nowadays 
so much of the wisdom of giving to cabinet officers seats in 
Congress, and making our government approach more 
nearly the parliamentary system of England. In this essay 
Mr. Lowell compares the English and American forms of 
government for the purpose of showing that their natures 
are radically different ; and he attempts to prove that cabi- 
net responsibility, the central feature of the English sys- 
tem, is not in harmony with our own institutions, and could 
not be introduced into the United States without destroy- 
ing the entire fabric of the Constitution. The second 
essay, on " Democracy and the Constitution," is a farther 
comparison of the English and American forms of govern- 
ment for the purpose of considering the effect that each 
of them is adapted to produce in a democratic country upon 
the limitation of popular power and the protection of pri- 
vate rights, and from this point of view an inquiry is made 
into the structure of our government and the laws of its 
organic life. The third essay, on " The Responsibility of 
American Lawyers," was originally written for a law review, 
and treats of the legal profession in our political system. 



